Six PhD Studentships in Particle Physics Phenomenology at the NExT Institute
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The NExT Institute (http://www.next-institute.ac.uk), a partnership involving the University of Southampton, the Rutherford Appleton Laboratory (RAL), Royal Holloway University of London (RHUL) and the University of Sussex, is offering six PhD studentships in particle physics phenomenology.  

Available research topics at the interface between theory and experiment cover key aspects of particle physics: such as Higgs bosons, electroweak symmetry breaking, supersymmetry, extra dimensions, dark matter and neutrinos.

Financial support is provided by the Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE) as part of a five-year grant of £12.5 million bringing together physics departments in the South East of England through the South East Physics Network (SEPNet). Each studentship will be funded for 3 years as follows.
1. The student will receive current UK/EU fees plus a yearly stipend of £12940 (plus a London allowance of £2,200 where applicable). 

2. In addition a research training support grant of £1200 per year will be awarded for travel within and outside the Institute.

3. The main purpose of these studentships is to provide an opportunity to carry out research to PhD level on topics in particle physics phenomenology of direct relevance to the Large Hadron Collider (LHC), linear collider, neutrino or dark matter experiments on which members of the NExT Institute are active. 

4. Training and research will be part of a novel PhD programme being developed in the context of the NExT Insititute. This will involve mixed (theoretical and experimental) training and joint/shared supervision, networking across all nodes, student placements at experiment locations and in industry, video-linked delivery of seminars and graduate lectures, annual workshops and a final graduate conference.

5. Specific projects, supervisors and node associations available can be found at http://www.next-institute.ac.uk/NExT_web/NExT_web_files/documents/SEPNET-Stu.doc.

6. A student will formally be enrolled in one institution and thus will need to satisfy the entry requirements for the PhD programme as stated on that institution’s web-pages. Details can be found as follows: for Southampton at http://www.hep.phys.soton.ac.uk/phd/, 
for RHUL at https://www.pp.rhul.ac.uk/twiki/bin/view/Public/PhDOpportunities, for 
Sussex at http://www.sussex.ac.uk/physics/1-2-23-4.html.
7. Multiple applications by a candidate will also be considered, in which case he/she must make a separate application to each university concerned. 

8. The studentships are tenable with latest start date in October 2009. 

Informal contact can also be established: in Southampton with Dr Stefano Moretti (Stefano@soton.ac.uk), in RAL with Dr Claire Shepherd-Themistocleous (Claire.Shepherd-Themistocleous@stfc.ac.uk), in RHUL with Dr Stephen West (Stephen.West@rhul.ac.uk) and in Sussex with Dr Daniel Litim (D.Litim@sussex.ac.uk).







